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Executive Summary

The Aurora Municipal Landfill, also known as the Fox Valley Disposal
Company, is a closed and covered landfill which operated from
approximately 1939 until 1977.

The site is located adjacent to I11inois Route 25 and Sullivan Road
north of Aurora. The site occupies approximately 20 acres in the
SEX, NWi of Section 10, Township 38 North - Range 8 East in Kane
County, I1linois.

The landfill received mostly general refuse and household chemical
wastes. Construction and industrial wastes were also accepted in
large quantities throughout the 1ife of the landfill. Operations

at the site included burning of refuse in a Tee-Pee type incinerator,
open burning at various spots on the site, open dumping with no daily
cover application, dumping in ponded water, and trenching of drainage
ditches to get rid of the ponded water which would run off to a no
name creek and then to the Fox River. These activities were noted
during numerous inspections conducted from January 1966 through 1976.

Contamination of a number of private water wells immediately west of
the 1andfill was first reported in January 1966. Prior to this time
there were no complaints. At the beginning of March 1966 a colored
dye was placed in ponded, contaminated water on site which then showed
up in residential wells to the west 15 days later. No contamination
was found in any other direction. Two test wells drilled between the
site and the contaminated wells indicated gross contamination of the
well inline with one of the residential wells.

At the end of March 1966, a law suit was filed against the disposal
company by the families affected by the 1andfill. The insurance company
for Fox Valley Disposal Company indicated that it would take the
responsibility for all costs and damages. On December 2, 1966, Fox
Valley Disposal was ordered to pay $88,000 to the persons affected by
contamination from the landfill. Most of the money was to assist in
paying for a water main extension from Aurora.

Remedial activities concerning cleanup of groundwater are unknown

at this time. It is, however, known that the site was cleaned up as

far as covering refuse and eliminating ponding problems. Leachate

seeps were still a concern up to the time when the landfill was closed

and covered in December of 1976, however, none had been noted since
December 1975. Based on this information, a medium priority is suggested.

KC:kh/d-1

cc: Division File
Maywood Region
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GENERAL BACKGROUND

The subject site consists of approximately 20.3 Acres. It is bordered on the north by
a quarry, on the south by Sullivan Road, on the east by a small wire fence, and on the west
by Illinois Route #25. A small tributary of the Fox River also borders a portion of the site
on the north. (See attached map). .

The City of Aurora owns the site, and the Fox Valley Disposal Company leased the prop-

erty for the operation of a solid waste disposal facility. .
The slopes of the site are in need of additional final cover wmaterial, while the top

portion of the site has apparently received final cover which is in excess of two feet. In
addition to the main solid waste disposal site, Fox Valley Disposal Company also deposited
refuse in a small area located at the eastern edge of the site. A portion of this area is
also in need of additional cover materal, :

TECHNOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND COVER REQUIREMENTS

As previously stated, the top portion of the main disposal site has received cover
material in excess of the minimum two foot requirement. In fact, the south and southwest -
portion of this area has cover material in excess of four feet. Since this top portion of
the site has received excess material, a portion of it could be used in covering other areas.
The covered area consists.of approximately 180,000 sq. ft. and figuring an overall cover
of 3 ft., the area has an excess of cover material totaling approximately 6,600 cu.yds.

The slopes of the site have some cover material on them, in fact, there may be areas
which have approximately two feet of final cover, However, the cover material on the slopes
consists of a silty sand with gravel and rock. Needless to say this is a rather permeable
material and will not hinder additional infiltration of water. The cover material applied
to the top of the site has a silty clay loam texture with some mixed-in rocks, but its
permeability should be much lower than the material which is prestently on the slopes,
especially if it receives some compaction., Since our final cover regulations state that
the cover material must be suitable (fine grained), I recommend that all of the slopes re-
ceive 1 - 2 feet of suitable material i{n addition to the permeable material which have al-
ready been deposited.

While walking on the site, I noticed a methane (contaminated by garbage) ordor. The
odor was noticeable while walking over the slopes which are covered with the permeable
material rather than in the area which had received adequate cover. The presence of the
odor in the above mentioned area is further evidence that the material deposited on the
slopes is somewhat permeable and is not satisfactory final cover material.

The surface area of the improperly covered slopes is approximately 365,000 sq. ft.
Since protions of the slopes have some cover, but with an undesireable material. it is
recormended that these areas receive an additional 2 feet of suitable material.' Since
the surface area of the slopes is 365,000 sq. ft. and the desired minimum thickness is
1.5 ft, the amount of cover material to caorplete the project is approximately 20,200
cu. yds. As previously stated, the top portion of the site has a cover material excess of
approximately 6,600 cu. yds., so if this cover material is used the responsible party must
still have a rinimum of 13,600 cu. yds of cover material brought to the site, a
_ The small disposal area located on the eastern side of the property is also in need

of additional cover material. Leachate is also being generated in this area. The area which
1s In need of cover material consists of approximately 16,000 sq. ft. and should receive a
. 2 ft. thickness of cover material. The total volume of cover material needed in this area

i{s approximately 1,200 cu vds.

When the entire site is covered with material that is somewhat impexrvious, there should
be some consideration given to the gases which the landfill generates, Perhaps’vents should
be installed so that there isn't a large build-up. ' ’
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312/396-5001

33 South Stolp Avenue

Aurcra, Illimols 60504

Refer to: Kane County - lio. 00900501 - Aurora/Fox Valley isnosal

January 3, 1977

Fox Valley Disjosal Company City of Aurora

1565 Aurora Avenue 44, Last Downer

Aurora, Iliinois  €0506 Aurora, Illinois 60506
Gentleren:

Mr, Paul Steadman, a technical representative of this Agency, inspected
your refuse disnosal facility located east off Illinols Route 25 in
Aurora on lecexber 21, 1976.

The inspection disclosed that you have satisfectorily closed and
covered this facility.

Site problems relsting to leachate, surface draimape or erosion that
may develop in the future should be corrected nrorpily. Your attention
is directed to Rule 318, Chapter 7 of the Illinois Pollution Cfontrol
Board kules and Regulations on Solid Waste, which is as follows:

Rule 31&: Comp etion of Closure Requiremcents

a. 7The owner or operator of a sanitary landfill site shall monitor
gas, water, and settling at the coupleted site for a period of three
years after the site is completed or closed. .

b. 71he owner or operator shall take whatever re-.euailal action Is
necessary w abate any gas, water, or seti{ling problems which appear
during the three year perlod, .

o. The owner or operator shall, upon completion or closure, file
a detailed description of the site, ircludiny a plat, wiih the
appropriste county land recording authority for the county in which
thie site 18 located.



